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Help in the Hard Years
Our organization was born during the depression of the thirties to 
meet the needs of harassed and wearied people who were facing 
tremendous odds in a jobless world.
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“Who will care for my children?”, 
asked Mrs. C, as she was rushed to 
the hospital. Dr. D replied, “We’ll 
phone the Family Bureau for a 
housekeeper.”

•	 In 1937, 40 housekeepers 
provided services to 87 
motherless families.

Our agency  is unusually free to turn its efforts entirely to a 
field which offers it special opportunity, namely service to 
marginal or near marginal families…[annual report 1937]

•	 The same year, 500 families, most of them in the 
congested business and residential area of the central 
part of town, received counselling and assistance. 
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Plans were made for 
the mother to go for 
a rest, the children 
to go to camp; the 
budget was gone over 
and some financial 
assistance given for a 
short time to enable 
the family to begin 
paying off their debts 
in an orderly manner. 
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Celebrating 80 years of empowering families and communities: 1936–2016!
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